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TheHeron Wa y

Eight short walks around 
Doncaster including local
history and interesting facts
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Introduction
The Heron Way is a series of eight walks through pleasant
countryside linking nature reserves, country parks, tourist sites,
lovely villages and the best viewpoints mainly in the Doncaster
Metropolitan Borough. 

Together these linear walks create a 30 mile (48km) leisure walk,
designed primarily for walking in sections, or as a two day
challenge walk readily accessible by public transport from
Doncaster or by car.

The A638 Bus Corridor Park and Ride facilities at Parrots Corner,
Rossington, and Northern (Castle Hills) Highfields, are the start
and end points of the walk.

Map showing the eight linear walks and the A638 bus corridor
from Rossington to Highfields.
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Where can I get more information?
Doncaster Tourist Information
Tel: 01302 734309                      
www.doncaster.gov.uk 

Where can I find travel information?
Traveline Tel: 01709 515151
www.travelsouthyorkshire.com  

Which Ordnance Survey maps might I need?
Although every effort has been taken to make this guide easy to
follow those interested in exploring the countryside may wish to
take along: Ordnance Survey Explorer maps nos. 278 / 279

What do I need to take on the walk?
Whilst no specialist equipment is necessary for any part of these
linear walks, they may include occasional rough walking and a
few climbs. Some paths may be wet and muddy particularly over
the winter months. The wearing of stout shoes or boots is
therefore, recommended.  Also consider carrying a waterproof
coat in case of showers, a drink particularly on hot days and a
snack.

A638 Parrots Corner Park and Ride to Wadworth

5.5 miles (8.85km)……………Bus service TBA
Rossington……………………Bus service 55, 205
Easy level walking on good footpaths, footways and tracks
through the flood plain of the Torne Valley, with a slight incline
into Wadworth. 

Leave the park and ride facility onto Sheepbridge Lane and
follow the road into Old Rossington. 

A Roman fort built in 50-60AD once occupied the area around
Sheepbridge lane. The fortress covered 9 hectares and
garrisoned up to 3000 soldiers. The site was identified by aerial
photography in 1968 and is an archeological site of national
importance. 

In the village take a tarmac footway (footpath signed) to the
left of the old black and white school house near the village
green and St.Michaels church.

Go forward, following the boundary fence of the present school
and take a track passing through residential housing and a
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recreational area to reach the village pond. The track was
originally the carriageway from Rossington Hall to St.Michaels
church.

A curious thing about the Rossington estate was
that it was once owned by the Doncaster
Corporation. The Corporation was a good
landlord keeping the estate well maintained

and its land became the bread basket of
Doncaster. In 1838 the Corporation had a

financial deficit of £100,000 and sold the
estate to a woollen manufacturer, clearing
the debt!

(Rossington Village Pump)

Keep the pond on your left and look for a
well defined footpath on your right

crossing open fields and a footbridge over
the East Coast railway to reach Stripe Road.

Cross the road and proceed along Bond Street passing through
residential housing to reach the junction with Radburn Road.
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At the road junction turn sharp left onto a tarmac footway
(footpath signed) between bungalows and modern terraced
housing. 

Just before reaching open fields turn right onto a tarmac
footway.  Follow the boundary fence separating residential
housing from open countryside to eventually emerge onto
Grange Lane opposite the school grounds.

Although most of the records
belonging to Roche Abbey were
destroyed whilst being stored at
St. Mary’s Church at York during
the civil war, the surviving
records suggest that Holmes Carr
Wood and its Grange may have
been part of estates owned by
the Cistercian monks.

Turn left and follow Grange Lane (metalled road) passing
Holmes  Carr Wood on the far right and later a cemetery on the
left. Keep straight ahead on a rough track ignoring the track to
Rossington Grange farm.

Follow a field side path with a hedge on the right to cross a
footbridge over the River Torne onto Carr Bank (track). 

Go forward along Carr Lane crossing a railway bridge and
motorway bridge to reach the A60 in the centre of Wadworth.
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The Maypole at
Wadworth



Wadworth to Old Edlington

2.5 miles (4km)…………………Bus service 22, 31
An excellent walk through woodland and open countryside with
one downhill woodland section. 

Wadworth is one of a hand full of villages that still celebrates
May Day. The village has retained its Maypole situated outside
the White Hart P.H. but for reasons of health and safety the
maypole dancing takes place in the school grounds on a far
smaller scale than previous times.  A large Roman villa once
dominated the landscape where the present hall now stands and
Roman settlers were said to have brought walnut trees to the
area.

Take Old School Lane, to the left of the Fox and Hounds P.H. and
go through the churchyard taking the path to the right of the
church. Exit via a gateway and go forward along Wadworth Hall
Lane, passing Wadworth Hall on your right.

Just after the last house on the left cross a stile and continue
straight ahead to reach and cross Green Lane.  Go forward
through open fields, aiming for a gap in the trees into
Wadworth Wood.

Follow the track through woodland ignoring a track on the
right to reach the bottom of the hill. Turn right and go through
the M18 underpass.

Immediately turn left and follow a poorly defined footpath
alongside the boundary fence of the M18 with Edlington Wood
on your right.

Edlington wood is one of the largest
deciduous woodlands in South Yorkshire and
is a site of archeological importance. Earl
Fitzwilliam allowed access to the woodland
for walking and recreational use as early as
1909. To the north of the existing wood, a
woodland park has been established on
what was once the slag heap of a coalmine
allowing excellent
views of the area!

Cross a stile and go
forward to follow the field boundary 
leaving via a stile in the far right hand
corner onto Wood Lane. 

Go along the metalled road to reach Old
Edlington and the B6376 road.
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The Gospel Well Wadworth



Old Edlington to Hooton Roberts

4.9 miles (7.9km)……………..Bus service 18, 204 
Excellent walking through undulating arable countryside on
footpaths and tracks. The walk passes by the highest point in
Doncaster and Firsby nature reserve. 

Take the access road (Rectory Gardens) to the right of the
redundant church of St. Peters and cross a stile to follow the
boundary wall of the wood.

St. Peters church
was to be
demolished in
1966 and even
parts of the roof
were removed!
The ornately
decorated Norman
church was finally
saved by the
redundant
churches fund.

Cross a stile and turn left on to Carr Lane (B6094) with great
care – no footway! Turn right just after the brow of the hill onto
Lidgets Hill Lane (footpath). Proceed along the lane to reach the
village of Clifton. 

In Clifton village follow Back Lane to the T– junction. Turn right
onto Beacon Lane to pass a recreational area on the left at the
junction with Common Lane.

Go forward along the lane (track) to reach Beacon Hill now
occupied by telecommunication towers and a reservoir. 

Clifton beacon is the highest point in Doncaster at 142 metres.
In 1666 the beacon was lit to summon the militia to muster at
Doncaster on pretence that London was under attack and
invasion imminent. The city had actually been devastated by a
great fire.
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St. Peters Church, Old Edlington

Follow the track passing the reservoir and look for a stile in the
hedge on the right. After crossing the stile bear right and take a
footpath descending in a south–westerly direction. 

Cross a stile and follow the remnants of a hedge to reach the
M18 motorway boundary fence. 

Turn right and follow the fence to meet a track. Ignore the
underpass and keep straight ahead. 

After 150 metres turn right and cross a stile in the fence.
Bearing slightly left, follow a poorly defined cross-field footpath.
Take a grass track crossing a stream on your left. Bear right off
the track to reach a way-marked post.

Go forward and take a footpath in a westerly direction through
open fields to cross a bridge over a disused railway. Keep
straight ahead with a wire fence on your right to reach Park
Lane.  



Cross the lane and continue forward on a cross-field bridleway
heading for an electric pole at the far side of the field. Go
forward on a track with a hedge on your right gently
descending downhill to reach the hamlet of Firsby. 
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Turn right onto Firsby Lane. Follow the track bearing left around
a converted barn and then right to leave the hamlet. 

Take a cross-field bridleway on the left, in a north-westerly
direction to reach the far headland (Hooton Cliff).

Go half right and follow the field-edge, after approximately
100m turn left dropping down hill to meet and follow Back Lane
through woodland. Look out for the old well head to the right
in the woodland.

Bear right at the bottom of the hill and continue onto Wapping
Lane through the village of Hooton Roberts to meet Doncaster
Road A630.

Firsby reservoir was originally developed in conjunction with
Thrybergh reservoir, now a country park, in the late 19th
century to provide drinking water for Doncaster. Declared
redundant in 1974 due to severe leakage and silt deposits the
ponds now serve as a nature reserve for rare breeds of birds,
butterflies and mammals.

The church of St. John the Baptist at Hooton Roberts holds a
secret.  The 1st Earl of Strafford, a ruthless man and loyal
councillor to Charles1, was executed by the Long Parliament in
1641. His body was said to have been taken to his seat at
Wentworth Woodhouse and buried at the church but upon
investigation in 1895 no burial was ever found. Countess
Strafford retired to Hooton Roberts into a Dower house, which
is now the Strafford Arms pub and left instructions that upon
her death she was to be laid to rest in St. Johns church at night
and no tombstone was to mark the grave. During maintenance
work in the chancel the flagstones were raised revealing the
remains of three bodies. One of the burials had a severed head
and the other burials were identified as possibly being the
countess and her daughter. Had this been why the Countess
had been so secretive, protecting her husband’s
grave from his enemies. A passage, now blocked,
led from the cellar of the pub to the church, was this
connected with the secret burial. We will never know!



Hooton Roberts to Conisbrough Railway Station

3.85 miles (6.2km)………………..Bus service X78
Excellent walking through rolling countryside, using quiet roads,
tracks and footpaths. Excellent views over the Don and Dearne
Valleys. One short climb through woodland at Old Denaby.

Cross the main road and go forward down Holmes Lane. At a
sharp bend turn right and follow the metalled lane gently
climbing to reach and follow a grass track.

Stay on the track to reach and pass through a bridle-gate near a
small woodland copse. Good views at this point.

Cross a farm access road and go forward keeping the hedge on
your right, to cross a stone stile in the bottom right hand corner
of the field, to reach Denaby Lane.
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Go right and follow the road through the village of Old Denaby. 

Pass Ferry Boat Lane and take the first right turn onto a road
called The Green. After a short distance turn left onto a
metalled road. Continue along a track gently climbing through
Denaby Wood to eventually reach Hill Top Road.

Cross the road onto a tarmac footway through Denaby Thicks
(woodland) to reach Conisbrough Crags. Bear left at the first
junction and keep straight ahead. At the next main junction
take the middle footway and gently descend. Turn left at the
bottom of the hill to meet Crags Road.

Go forward down Crags Road and turn right to follow Doncaster
Road A6023 (Kilner Bridge opposite).

Caleb Kilner founded the Providence Glass Works in 1866 at
Denaby. The company perfected the screw threaded “Kilner fruit
bottling jar” once sold throughout the world.

Cross the road opposite the railway station into the access road
to reach the platforms and car park.

Conisbrough Castle immortalised by Sir Walter Scott in the novel
Ivanhoe stands 90 feet high and has 15 foot thick walls and is a
fine medieval structure. The castle seems to have survived from
being dismantled after the civil war because it was already a
ruin. The only recorded event that took place at the castle was
when Earl John de Warenne
abducted the Earl Thomas of
Lancaster’s wife to one of his
castles in the south of England.
In return the castles of Sandal
and Conisbrough were attacked
and seized by Earl Thomas. He
was later executed outside the
walls of his own castle at
Pontefract as a traitor after
leading a rebellion against the
King.
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Conisbrough Railway Station

2.5 miles (4km)……………….Bus service 222,223
Local train services to Doncaster and Sheffield.
Easy walking along the Trans-Pennine Trail is followed by an
exhilarating climb through arable land to reach High Melton.

At Conisbrough railway station, cross the pedestrian bridge over
the railway line. Go forward to pass over a concrete gated access
bridge over the River Don.

After crossing the bridge go through a gate on the right and
follow a track to reach the Trans-Pennine Trail.

Turn left and follow the Trans-Pennine Trail to Pastures Road.

The Trans-Pennine Trail
and country park were
created from two
redundant coal mines as
part of a vision for an
ecology park dedicated
to sustainable
development. Although
the idea looked good it
certainly was not
financially sustainable
and closed in 2004. 

Turn right onto Pastures Road. Cross over the River Dearne and
follow the road crossing the flood arches that divide Denaby
Ings nature reserve. Take care – no footway near the road

junction!

Denaby Ings Nature reserve comprises of 100
acres of wetland and hay meadow supporting a
wide range of birds, insects and flowers. 
The reserve has been formed through mining

subsidence and the old bed of the River Dearne
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Bridge over the River Dearne on the T.P.T.

which was diverted and canalised to protect mining activities in
the area.

At the bend (road junction) go forward
through the hedge onto a footpath
climbing uphill through open fields to
reach Melton Road.

Turn right and follow the footway into
High Melton.
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High Melton to Hickleton

3 miles (4.8km)……………...…Bus service 74,149
Good level walking through open countryside and woodland
along good tracks and footpaths with outstanding views over
the Dearne Valley.

Cross the road into Hangman Stone Lane opposite the Hall
(college) entrance. Go forward through residential housing to
reach a track through open countryside. Ignore a footpath on
the right and continue to follow the track. 

Hangman Stone Lane is part of a legend. A sheep rustler, who
stole a sheep from the village of Marr, tied its legs and tried to
climb a wall with the animal on his back, only to slip and hang
himself as the sheep went one way and he went the other, the
rope entwining around his neck. 

At the road junction go half
left crossing the road onto a
bridleway.

Go forward along Barnburgh
Cliff on a tree lined path with
lovely views over the Dearne
valley to emerge through
woodland to join the road.

Stone quarried from
Barnburgh Cliff was used for
the construction of the Corn
Exchange in the market place
at Doncaster

Turn right and follow the road towards Hickleton cross-roads.
The road was deliberately lowered near Hickleton Hall
to allow uninterrupted views of the countryside. 
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Go past the gatehouse to Hickleton Hall and cross a stone stile
on the left. Take the footway through St. Wilfred’s churchyard
to exit via the lynch-gate onto the A635.

Three human skulls set into a niche in the lynch-gate of
St.Wilfreds church bearing the message “Today for me,
tomorrow for thee” present a macabre but unique spectacle.
The skulls were originally displayed to show the frailty of life
and many local legends are connected with the skulls including
tales of highwaymen!

Cross the main road with care and go left through Hickleton
village on the footway.

Barnburgh Cliff



Hickleton to Hooton Pagnell

3 miles (4.8km)……………...Bus service X19, 219
Excellent walking between picturesque, historical villages
following good footpaths and tracks. One short climb along a
field-side path.

At the end of the village turn right towards Thurnscoe. Pass the
Golf Club entrance and take the next right turn onto an access
road bearing right to reach and pass Stotfold farm. 

Phoenix Country Park between Hickleton and Thurnscoe has
risen as its title suggests from remnants of a redundant coal
mine and contains excellent animal sculptures as well as fine
views.

Cross a stile in the fence.
Go forward to reach and
cross a further stile, turning
left to follow a field-side
path climbing gently uphill.

In the woodland turn left,
later bearing right to
follow a good track in a
north - easterly direction. 

Cross a stile at the side of a
farm gate to reach the
road and go forward to
reach the pretty limestone
village of Hooton Pagnell.

The medieval walled manor house at Hooton Pagnell dating
from 1089 was once the home of the Lutterell family. The 14th
century gatehouse still bears their coat of arms. It was Geoffrey
Lutterell who in 1340 commissioned the Lutterell Psalter a
priceless illuminated  manuscript adorned with pictorial evidence
of how ordinary rural people lived and dressed in that period.
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Pass the Hall and All Saints Church and take the right fork in the
road to reach the remains of the market cross. Look for the old
cattle pound enclosure below the old cross. 

The names of Strotfold, Bilham and Frickley are all that remain
of deserted medieval villages. Strotfold specialised in horse
breeding, Bilham still possesses its fish ponds and Frickley its
church.

Hickleton Crossroads



Hooton Pagnell to Northern (Castle Hills)

Park and Ride
4.75mls. (7.65km)…………………Bus service 203
This easy walk is through excellent countryside on footpaths and
tracks with a gentle descent to reach Pickburn. The walk also
passes through a community forest and a country park.

Proceed along the tarmac driveway opposite the remains of the
old cross. Turn left onto a track and right within a short distance
into a hedged lane (Narrow Balk). Continue along the lane and
cross Old Street to follow a field-side track to reach Rat Hall
Farm.

Old Street is an ancient highway pre-dating the Roman
occupation.

At the farm buildings bear right onto the grass bank to reach a
track. 

Turn right and follow the track. Bear left down a tree lined lane
(bridleway).  Keep on a track through open fields passing Chapel
Plantation to reach the road.
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Cross the road and go forward along a path hugging a slope to
reach Pickburn village via an access track.

Pickburn village was once part of a large estate owned by the
Thellusson family of Brodsworth Hall. The story of Jarndyce v.
Jarndyce in the Charles Dickens novel Bleak House was said to
have been based on the story of the controversial Will left by
Peter Thellusson.

The heir to the fortune Charles Sabine Thellusson favoured
Italian architecture for the design of his new home and this can
also be seen in the large farm building in the village.

Turn left and go through Pickburn Village. At the t-junction turn
left onto Doncaster Road.

Take a footpath on the right to cross the A1 (M) via a
footbridge into the Woodlands Community Forest. 

Woodlands Community Forest is a regeneration
project managed by the Forestry Commission.
The site once a coal mine has been transformed
creating a high quality landscape with 
excellent sculptures and fine view points.
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After crossing the bridge go forward along a red shale track.

Bear right before reaching a vehicle barrier near the car park.
Go gently downhill and keep on the red shale track at the side
of the lagoons. 

Ignore a footbridge on the right and go forward to eventually
pass through a barrier and turn right onto a rough track that
was once the Roman Road connecting Doncaster to Castleford.
(Roman Ridge)

All Saints church at Woodlands is largely built of brick but the
spire is built with local stone.  Interestingly this design may have
been to give this imposing church a dual role as a place of
worship for the local community and as a folly, which could be
seen from the morning room of Brodsworth Hall.

At a fork in the track bear left. Keep to the main track with
allotments on your right. At the end of the allotments go
straight ahead on the higher footpath bearing right onto a
tarmac footway into Highfields Country Park.

Highfields Country Park
contains woodland a series
of lakes and is a popular
venue with anglers and
local residents.

Keep on the tarmac
footway around the left
bank of the lake to reach
the dam. 

Cross the dam and bridge
between the lakes and turn
left to follow a tarmac
footway alongside the
opposite bank of the
second lake.
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Highfields Country Park
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Go through the road underpass (cycleway).  Turn sharp left to
climb out of the cutting to reach the A638 Great North Road.

To the east of the Park and Ride and accessible from the
cycleway is Castle Hills, the earthwork of a 11th century castle,
believed to have been built by Nigel Fossard who held the old
manor of Langthwaite.

Turn left and follow the main road to
reach the Northern Park and Ride

facility at Castle Hills, near Highfields.

Bus services:
Woodlands/Highfields Bus service 50,53,78,79
Northern Park and Ride Bus service………TBA



Further Information
Page 5 and 25
Park and ride bus service details will be available May/June 08.

The park and ride service will connect with the Doncaster
Interchange giving a flexible service to walkers on The Heron
Way.

Walkers have the option of following the Greenway Cycle and
Walking Route from Station Road, Rossington or Highfields
Country Park, as a means of returning to Doncaster.   Leaflet
available from  Doncaster T.I.C.

The Heron Way
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The Ramblers Association works for walkers, from beginners to
experienced enthusiasts, family groups to solitary strollers and
the very young at heart. We are a charity with a big job… and
an even bigger determination to create better walking
environments for everyone to enjoy.

The Ramblers Association was founded on two things:
Committed volunteers and a passion for walking. 

These two elements are still embedded in how the Ramblers
operate today and have been key to our amazing achievements
over 70 successful years.

If you are interested in walking with Doncaster group or any of
our other groups, you will benefit from the skills, knowledge
and expertise of our volunteers who lead walks for members
every weekend and in the week too. Going out with a group
offers you the chance to experience the wonders of walking
with like minded people; share the views, share stories and
stress-free time and most importantly, share the joy of being
surrounded by beautiful countryside, parks and open spaces. 

Doncaster group is waiting to welcome you!

Working for walkers
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Your Notes: Your Notes:
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Your Notes: The Countryside Code
Be safe – plan ahead and follow any signs
Even when going out locally, its best to get the latest information about 
where and when you can go; for example, your rights to go onto some 
areas of open land may be restricted while work is carried out, for safety 
reasons or during breeding seasons. Follow advice and local signs, and be 
prepared for the unexpected.

Leave gates and property as you find them
Please respect the working life of the countryside, as our actions can affect 
people’s livelihoods, our heritage, and the safety and welfare of animals 
and ourselves.

Protect plants and animals, and take your litter home
We have a responsibility to protect our countryside now and for future
generations, so make sure you don’t harm animals, birds, plants or trees.

Keep dogs under close control
The countryside is a great place to exercise dogs, but it’s every owner’s duty
to make sure their dog is not a danger or nuisance to farm animals, wildlife
or other people.

Consider other people
Showing consideration and respect for other people makes the countryside 
a pleasant environment for everyone – at home, at work and at leisure.

We believe that the information provided is as accurate as possible at the time
of going to print. Nevertheless changes to the Rights of Way and landscape
continue to take place.

O.S. mapping is reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of
HMSO
c. Crown Copyright 2008. All rights reserved.
Ordnance Survey License no. 100033886.

Old Pathfinder mapping has been used for clarity and historical content.

The title for the booklet reflects the abundance of Herons in the area
particularly around Denaby Ings nature reserve.
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