
1. Leave the Park & Ride turning right onto Great North 
Road.Walk downhill for approximately 200m and turn 
right into Langthwaite Lane (track). This was the ‘civvy 
street’ when the Romans were using Roman Ridge.  At 
the bottom of the lane, on the left, are the remains of the 
Norman Motte & Bailey. At the tarmac-ed Doncaster 
Greenway, turn left to skirt round the bailey and 
continue to pass under Great North Road. 
2. At the junction of paths, keep to the right to walk with 
the lake on the right. Turn right to cross the path 
between the lakes, then turn left, keeping the 2nd lake 
on the left. Near the end of this lake, at a junction of 
paths, keep straight ahead, away from the lake to take 
the next uphill path, right, towards the large building on 
the hill top. Just befor the perimeter wall turn left and 
keep left at the next junction to go downhill for 100m, 
ignoring a path to the left. Bear slightly right along a 
gravel path at the next junction of paths and continue 
forward to join a track with allotments on the left and a 
steep wooded hillside on the right. At the end of the 
track, turn right up Roman Ridge. 
3. After about 200mturn left through a pedestrian barrier 
into Brodsworth Community Woodland, the site of the 
former Brodsworth Colliery. Turn left over a bridge 
across the reed lagoon and continue round to the right.  
4. After passing a small brown hut on the right, take the 
next track left uphill, keeping left at the next junction to 
continue uphill. At the next junction turn right and 
continue uphill to the viewpoint. From here you can look west 

across to Brodsworth Hall and east to the Yorkshire Wolds. 

Continue along this track to the next junction where turn 
right. A diversion can be made left to view the tree trunk carved with 

mining tools and wildlife now found on the site.  

5. Continue along the track, keeping right at the first 
junction and left at the second, continuing downhill to 
turn left to a car park. Leave the Woodland by this track, 
turning left to walk up the road. 
6. Past the brow of the hill, take the footpath left 
between large boulders and through a narrow woodland. 
Follow the path right and continue as it gradually curves 
left, passing an old Tithe Barn on the right. About 200m 
further on, at the end of the hedgerow, turn sharp right 
and the path emerges onto Roman Ridge. 
7. Turn right and follow the lane to Green Lane. Turn left 
then cross the road where the pavement ends. At the 
main road turn right for 100m then cross the dual 
carrigeway near a bus stop. At the other side, turn left to 
walk back to the Park & Ride. 
 

Adwick le Street is recorded in the Domesday Book of 1088, when it was 
known as Adewic.  

Also recorded in the Domesday Book was Langthwaite, when it was 
known as Langetouet, where a castle was situated - the motte and bailey 
being visible to the left from the track.  This was an 11th century fortress, 
founded by Nigel Fozzard on lands owned by Robert of Mortain.  The 
motte, surrounded by a wide wet ditch, defends the bailey and a small 
north-western mound, which was possibly a fortified gate with a 
drawbridge.  This site was used prior to the building of the fortified manor 
house built at Radcliffe Moat, 300 metres away, in the 13th century funded 
by the de Langthwaite family.  Also at this site was a deserted medieval 
village, which no doubt developed to meet the needs of the castle. 

The Brodsworth Colliery spoil tip has been restored and developed as 
community woodland; it is owned by the Land Restoration Trust and 
controlled by the Forestry Commission. 

Brodsworth Colliery operated from 1906, when the pit was sunk, to 1990. It 
was known for Woodlands, a high-quality model village constructed for its 
workers. The colliery was consistently amongst those that employed the 
most miners in Britain, employing around 2,800 workers throughout the 
1980s. 

In 1910, the Woodlands May Festival was started when the squire's 
wife and mine owner's sister persuaded the owner to give a day off 
with pay to the men who lived at Woodlands. They and their families 
were able to participate in the festival.  

Roman Ridge is part of the Roman road, Ermine Street. Although in 
places Ermine Street follws the modern Great North Road (A638), 
this stretch between Sunnyfiields and Red House is known as 
Roman Ridge. It departs from the A638 at the Sun Inn junction with 
the A635 (or Barnsley Road). Its course runs at an angle bisecting 
the angle made between the two modern roads. It runs to the west of 
the A638, roughly parallel to it, through Sunnyfields and on to cross 
Green Lane.  From there it runs along the western edge of the 
villages of Highfields and Woodlands until it reaches the Red House 
junction of the Great North Road. From there, the Roman Ridge joins 
the A1 (Great North Road) as far as Barnsdale Bar 

Various indications of Roman activity have been discovered in the 
area.  A short distance from the junction of the Roman Ridge and 
Green Lane a field system has been seen from the air and, to just 
the south of Green Lane at this junction, a Roman coin was found.  



Doncaster Ramblers 

We walk on Tuesdays and Saturdays throughout the year, 
with walks on Wednesday evenings in the summer.  We 
publish a Walks Programme twice a year, which contains 
information about each walk – the length, difficulty, the start 
place and the leader.  The leader’s telephone number is 

always given, so phone him or her with any queries.   

We also organise coach trips and  one weekend away 

every year. 

Doncaster Group website: www.doncasterramblers.org 

Ramblers national website: www.ramblers.org.uk 

Walks Programmes are available from Doncaster Tourist 

Information Office.  

Price £1 

The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, regis-
tered in England and Wales. Company registration number: 4458492. 
Registered Charity in England and Wales number: 1093577. Regis-
tered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, 
London SE1 7TW. 

Short  Circular Walks From 
The Heron Way 

 

9 Highfields 

A walk from the Park & Ride North along ancient routes 
and a former railway line and over the reclaimed tip of 
the former Brodsworth Colliery. The climb to the top 

affords extensive views in all directions. 

Distance: 6 miles 

Start: Park & Ride North 

Grid Ref: SE545065  

Sketch map not to scale, use in conjunction with: 

Map: OS Explorer 279/Landranger 111 

Public Transport: Service 50/50A Doncster-Skellow 

Note: Park & Ride is only available to public transport 

users and is closed on Sundays. On road car parking off 
Jossey Lane.  Use bus stop Great North Road/Green 

Lane on Sundays. 

Devised and published 

by 

Doncaster Ramblers 

The Countryside Code 

Be safe…plan ahead and follow signs. 

Leave gates and property as you find them. 

Protect plants and animals and take your litter home. 

Keep dogs under close control. 

Consider other people. 

The Heron Way is a series of eight walks through pleasant 
countryside linking nature reserves, tourist sites, lovely 
villages and the best view points mainly in the Doncaster 
Metropolitan Borough. Together these linear walks create a 
30 mile leisure walk, designed primarily for walking in 
sections, or as a one day challenge walk, readily accessible 

by public transport from Doncaster or by car. 

The short walks in this series of leaflets are circular and 

include a portion of the Heron Way.  

Walk 1 - Rossington 

Walk 2 - Wadworth 

Walk 3 - Old Edlington 

Walk 4 - Hooton Roberts 

Walk 5 - Conisbrough 

Walk 6 - High Melton 

Walk 7 - Hickleton 

Walk 8 - Hooton Pagnall 

Walk 9 - Highfields 

 


