
1. From the station, walk up the station access road to 
the main road, cross the road and turn right for 100m. 
Turn left into Windsor Road and take the public footpath 
at the end of the road. Keepleft on the path through the 
woods to the top and then alongside houses on the left.  
Cross over Elm Green Lane and walk along Wellgate. 
 
2. Turn left at the church into Church Street and (P)
continue along Castle Street and bear right to pass the 
castle and continue down the hill to Low Road. Cross 
the road. Turn left  and go into Mill Piece on the right. 
Cross the bridge and go  round to the left around the 
pond, turn right then left ,passing behind some houses, 
and gently down the hill, with stream on the left. 
 
3. At the end of the path,turn left to the bottom of the hill 
then right onto Windgate Hill and continue uphill, with 
extensive views over the valley.  At the top, just past 
Milner Gate, pass through some metal barriers onto a 
bridleway.  Follow this track, keeping right at the fork 
and crossing a major track,before reaching the viaduct. 
 
4. Turn left to cross the viaduct, with magnificent views 
in all directions and the River Don a long way below.  On 
the western side, where tracks cross at a boulder, turn 
left to join the Trans Pennine Trail.  Follow this trail as it 
passes through a wooded area,with lovely views over 
Conisbrough.  Near a concrete pillar on the left, which 
marks the site of the pit headfork left along a path 
towards trees. Continue forward on the path to the fence 
line and turn left to cross the bridge over the River Don. 
Cross the railway lines by the foot bridge back to the 
start. (Rail passenges for Doncaster should not cross 
the bridge but ascend steps to the railway platform) 

The Don Gorge is a rich archaeological landscape, spanning 
thousands of years of human occupation.  Its very early history was 
not known until a forgotten article in the Doncaster Chronicle dated 
5th July 1878 noted the discovery of Ice Age animal remains 
discovered by workmen digging a railway tunnel.  The remains were 
from a woolly mammoth, a woolly rhinoceros and a horse.  Later, in 
Mesolithic times (8300BC-4500BC), when people lived a nomadic 
lifestyle, evidence of a seasonal camp has been found.  This was an 
excellent location to fish, hunt wild animals and forage for food on the 
grasslands above the gorge. For more information on the early 
history see www.yourfind.org.uk/dongorgestory  

Conisbrough was an important place in Anglo-Scandinavian times. The 
name Conisbrough comes from the Saxon Coenburgh and means 'the 
king's stronghold'.  The oldest standing building in South Yorkshire is the 
parish church of St Peter.  It dates from around 750AD.  The church was 
enlarged in Norman times 

Conisbrough Castle has what is considered to be the finest Norman Keep 
Tower in existence.  It was built in the 1180s.  Following the Norman 
Conquest of 1066, the first Earl de Warrenne built the first castle at 
Conisbrough, possibly on the site of the present castle. The Keep was 
probably built by Hameline Plantagenet, half-brother of Henry 11.  It 
occupies a strong position on a hill overlooking the River Don. By the late 
medieval period most of the outer walls of the castle had collapsed into the 
moat.  Because the castle was partly derelict it was never attacked in the 
Civil Wars; hence its survival into present times. 



Doncaster Ramblers 

We walk on Tuesdays and Saturdays throughout the year, 
with walks on Wednesday evenings in the summer.  We 
publish a Walks Programme twice a year, which contains 
information about each walk – the length, difficulty, the start 
place and the leader.  The leader’s telephone number is 

always given, so phone him or her with any queries.   

We also organise coach trips and  one weekend away 

every year. 

Doncaster Group website: www.doncasterramblers.org 

Ramblers national website: www.ramblers.org.uk 

Walks Programmes are available from Doncaster Tourist 

Information Office.  

Price £1 

The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, regis-
tered in England and Wales. Company registration number: 4458492. 
Registered Charity in England and Wales number: 1093577. Regis-
tered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, 
London SE1 7TW. 

Short  Circular Walks From 
The Heron Way 

 

5 Conisbrough 

An interesting 3-mile walk, passing Conisbrough Castle 

(with the opportunity to visit it) and crossing the magnifi-

cent viaduct. The walk is mostly on reasonable tracks. 

 

Distance: 3 miles/4.8Km 

Start: Conisbrough station 

Grid Ref: SK509995 

Sketch map not to scale, use in conjunction with: 

Map: OS Explorer 279/Landranger 111 

Public Transport: Adwick-le-Street - Sheffield train, 

hourly service. 

Bus Service X78 Doncaster-Sheffield (alight Wellgate) 

Car Park next to St Peter’s Church. 

Car & bus travellers should join the route at 2. (P) 

Devised and published 

by 

Doncaster Ramblers 

The Countryside Code 

Be safe…plan ahead and follow signs. 

Leave gates and property as you find them. 

Protect plants and animals and take your litter home. 

Keep dogs under close control. 

Consider other people. 

The Heron Way is a series of eight walks through pleasant 
countryside linking nature reserves, tourist sites, lovely 
villages and the best view points mainly in the Doncaster 
Metropolitan Borough. Together these linear walks create a 
30 mile leisure walk, designed primarily for walking in 
sections, or as a one day challenge walk, readily accessible 

by public transport from Doncaster or by car. 

The short walks in this series of leaflets are circular and 

include a portion of the Heron Way. 

Walk 1 - Rossington 

Walk 2 - Wadworth 

Walk 3 - Old Edlington 

Walk 4 - Hooton Roberts 

Walk 5 - Conisbrough 

Walk 6 - High Melton 

Walk 7 - Hickleton 

Walk 8 - Hooton Pagnell 

Walk 9 - Highfields 

  


