
Mankind has inhabited the area around Hooton Roberts for 
thousands of years. In Mesolithic times, more than 10,000 years 
ago, before the advent of farming and settled communities, 
mankind lived by hunting and gathering. One of the most 
important finds in the region was made at Hooton Roberts with the 
finding of a collection of flint scrapers and blades. 
Signs that the Romans were active in the area can be deduced by 

1. Walk down Holmes Lane with the church on the 

left and follow the road, climbing gently for about 

400m to the junction with Howdike Lane on the left. 

Follow the track (waymarked) to the right which 

continues to climb before levelling out; Grange Farm 

can be seen in the trees ahead. Turn left on the track 

and descend to pass through a small gate. Cross a 

farm road and follow the left-hand side of the hedge-

line to cross a stone stile at the bottom of the slope 

into Denaby Lane. 

2. Turn right Caution - no footway and follow the road 

into Old Denaby, past Ferry Boat Lane, and, just past 

a post box, turn right into The Green. At the fork keep 

left and follow the track into Denaby Wood. Continue 

for almost 1 mile/1.5km to the road. Turn right and 

continue past the school to a major road junction 

where turn right into Old Road and then almost 

immediately left down Maple Grove.(P) Take the 4th 

road on the right, Micklebring Grove. Go past the 

shops and continue to the junction with Sheffield 

Road. 

3. Cross the road, Caution - main road, cross with 

care, on to Park Lane, following this track for about ¾ 

mile /1km then take the footpath, signed right, across 

open fields which leads to Firsby Hall Farm. 

4. Approaching the farm, go through a small gap next 

to a gateway and turn right past the farm buildings 

and cottages, then bear right onto Firsby Lane. Cross 

a bridge over a stream and almost immediately bear 

left onto a cross-field path climbing steadily towards 

the tree-line. At the top the path veers to the right for 

a short distance before cutting to the left into the 

wood. Keep right after clearing the wood and follow 

the path as it sloops gently round to the right to join 

Back Lane to descend to Hooton Roberts. 

the finding of Roman coins near Hooton Roberts and near Grange Farm, 
at Old Denaby. In Saxon times land was held by Wulfeah and Ulfketill antil 
the Normans invaded in 1066. The Domesday Book of 1088 records 
Hooton Roberts as being the property of Robert de Busli and in the late 
13th century the manor was in two halves, held by the families of Tinsley 
and De Hooton. 
The "Roberts" portion of the name probably derives from Robert de 
Hooton, father and son, who held half the manor in the 13th century. The 
two families were later united and, in the reign of Edward II, Isabella de 
Tinsley married William de Wentworth of Wentworth Woodhouse. From 
this marriage the manor descended in a direct line to the Earls Fitzwilliam. 
In the early 1900's, during excavations for a drain in the chancel at Hooton 
Roberts, a coffin was found containing the skeleton of a man. Examination 
showed that one of the vertebrae had been severed. The same 
excavations also uncovered two female skeletons, a elderly woman and a 

teenage girl. These discoveries led to speculation that the Countess 
had secretly had her husband's body interred at Hooton and that 
both she and her daughter had been buried next to him. The 
foundation of the church seems to date from c1100. The structure 
was badly damaged by fire in 1700 and the surviving north wall was 
incorporated in the new church. The fire also destroyed the parish 
registers and other records. Within the church are memorials to 
Charles Newby (d.1701) and to members of the Kent family. The 
church plate includes a 16th century silver chalice from Mexico or 
Peru. This was purchased by Rev RA Gatty who had an extensive 
collection of Jacobean and earlier oak furniture in the Rectory which 
was sold by auction after his death in 1914. 

It is known that shallow pits to mine coal existed in the area before 
1700. The coal would have been used for domestic use, smithies 
and for the manufacture of glass and pottery. 
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Doncaster Ramblers 

We walk on Tuesdays and Saturdays throughout the year, 
with walks on Wednesday evenings in the summer.  We 
publish a Walks Programme twice a year, which contains 
information about each walk – the length, difficulty, the start 
place and the leader.  The leader’s telephone number is 

always given, so phone him or her with any queries.   

We also organise coach trips and  one weekend away 

every year. 

Doncaster Group website: www.doncasterramblers.org 

Ramblers national website: www.ramblers.org.uk 

Walks Programmes are available from Doncaster Tourist 

Information Office . 

Price £1 

A lovely walk from the pretty village of Hooton Roberts. 
The walk mostly follows tracks and footpaths through 

some gently undulating countryside. 

Distance: 5.5 miles/8.8Km 

Start: Hooton Roberts Church 

Grid Ref: SK484971 

Sketch map not to scale, use in conjunction with: 

Map: OS Explorer 279 

Public Transport:  Service No X78 Doncaster-

Sheffield 

Car Parking: On road parking is available around Maple 

Grove, Conisbrough, join instructions at 2.(P), or in the 

lower car park at the Earl of Strafford pub, by kind 

permission. 

Short Circular Walks From 
The Heron Way 

 

4 Hooton Roberts 

Devised and published 

by 

Doncaster Ramblers 

The Countryside Code 

Be safe…plan ahead and follow signs. 

Leave gates and property as you find them. 

Protect plants and animals and take your litter home. 

Keep dogs under close control. 

Consider other people. 

The Heron Way is a series of eight walks through pleasant 
countryside linking nature reserves, tourist sites, lovely 
villages and the best view points mainly in the Doncaster 
Metropolitan Borough. Together these linear walks create a 
30 mile leisure walk, designed primarily for walking in 
sections, or as a one day challenge walk, readily accessible 

by public transport from Doncaster or by car. 

The short walks in this series of leaflets are circular and 

include a portion of the Heron Way.  

Walk 1 - Rossington 

Walk 2 - Wadworth 

Walk 3 - Old Edlington 

Walk 4 - Hooton Roberts 

Walk 5 - Conisbrough 

Walk 6 - High Melton 

Walk 7 - Hickleton 

Walk 8 - Hooton Pagnell 

Walk 9 - Highfields 

 


